
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2301 April 16, 2015 
were working together in Congress, 
working together with the administra-
tion, we changed the way we produced 
energy. We changed the way we burned 
this coal to drastically reduce the pol-
lutants coming from that coal. 

In a classic example of Federal over-
reach, Mr. Speaker, again, acting 
alone, unlawful, unwise, and unconsti-
tutional, the President has said, I want 
to do more. And in doing more, accord-
ing to the AP, which is no conservative 
defender, in doing more, what the 
President is doing is telling these en-
ergy companies, Don’t try to do better; 
don’t try to be cleaner. We are going to 
put you out of business in America, so 
bring these products out of the ground 
and ship them overseas. 

Mr. Speaker, where do you think our 
overseas competitors rank in terms of 
reducing these pollutants? Where do 
you think? Where do you think India 
ranks? Where do you think China 
ranks? Where do you think these na-
tions competing with American work-
ers rank? 

Do you think they are producing it as 
cleanly as we were in 2012? Maybe you 
think they are a little worse like they 
were in 2000. Maybe you think they are 
as bad as when we started way back in 
1990. 

Nonsense. They are way back here off 
the chart altogether. 

If you believe in a stewardship re-
sponsibility to the planet, if you be-
lieve we have a multigenerational obli-
gation to care for our environment, 
then you know that only nations with 
a robust economy have a robust envi-
ronmental protection program. 

You think about that, Mr. Speaker. 
You will not find a single nation living 
in poverty that has advanced environ-
mental protections. You can’t afford to 
care about the environment if you 
can’t keep the lights on. You can’t af-
ford to care about the environment if 
you can’t feed your families. 

We do both in this country, Mr. 
Speaker. In the name of protecting the 
environment, the President is forcing 
these natural resources overseas, which 
has the combined negative effect of 
polluting the planet to a greater degree 
and making American workers com-
petitive to a lesser degree. 

You are shipping cheap energy over-
seas, which makes that manufacturing 
more productive. You are raising en-
ergy prices in America, which makes 
our manufacturing less productive. 

Mr. Speaker, I am all about making a 
difference. I am all about solving a 
problem. 

The President wants to spend half a 
trillion dollars, more than 10 percent of 
what we spend in this country every 
year, focused solely, solely, solely, on 
reducing carbon emissions by the size 
of this line that you can’t even see. 

And the people who are going to pay 
the price for that, literally, the price, 
are going to be American citizens with 
higher energy bills and American 
workers with fewer job opportunities. 

We have two models that we can 
choose from, Mr. Speaker. We can 

choose from the model that we used in 
the Clean Air Act of 1990, where we 
came together in a bipartisan way, and 
we solved a problem together. We iden-
tified the problem, we solved the prob-
lem, and we have measurable results. 

Or we can go it alone—and by alone, 
I don’t mean America going it alone. I 
mean the administration and the EPA 
going it alone—unlawful, unwise, un-
constitutional, spend a half a trillion 
dollars more than the size of our budg-
et deficit this year, making us less 
competitive, trapping more American 
families in poverty, to achieve abso-
lutely no result at all. 

Mr. Speaker, I will end where I 
began, an obscure section, section 
11(d), 292 words that were never in-
tended to allow the President to do 
what the President is doing; where the 
President’s own constitutional law pro-
fessor, Laurence Tribe, says the Presi-
dent’s desires cannot justify throwing 
the Constitution overboard to rescue 
this 130-page proposal; this 130-page 
proposal which promises to do vir-
tually nothing to change global emis-
sions but promises to disadvantage the 
American economy in a global econ-
omy. 

Mr. Speaker, we can solve our energy 
challenges. We can find energy inde-
pendence in this country, energy secu-
rity in this country. We can solve our 
environmental stewardship responsibil-
ities. We are doing things cleaner and 
better today than we ever have, and we 
will continue to do so. 
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Mr. Speaker, the value of divided 
government, as it is today; the value of 
folks who hold different ideas, as we do 
today. Two ends of Pennsylvania Ave-
nue, Mr. Speaker: the President and 
the Democratic Party on one end, and 
Republicans and Congress on the other. 
The value of that divided government 
is that it allows us to do the big things, 
the big and necessary things. If it is all 
Republicans or all Democrats, folks 
just tend to try to jam their own ideas 
through, whether America likes it or 
not. That is not the way to build a 
stronger nation. Divided government 
requires—not just allows, but re-
quires—that we come together to solve 
problems. Every time the President 
goes it alone, every time Congress goes 
it alone, we miss an opportunity to 
come together and solve a problem. 

To justify the clean power plan, the 
President’s power plan, the EPA has 
brazenly rewritten the history of an 
obscure section of the 1970 Clean Air 
Act. Frustration with congressional in-
action cannot justify throwing the 
Constitution overboard to rescue this 
lawless EPA proposal. 

We have an opportunity to do better, 
Mr. Speaker; and more importantly, we 
have the ability, with the men and 
women in this Chamber, Mr. Speaker— 
the men and women who serve this en-
tire institution, this entire Nation, 
good men and women on both sides of 
the aisle who care about American 

workers and who care about the Amer-
ican economy and who care about not 
just America’s environment, but the 
global environment—we can come to-
gether, and we can do better. But this 
proposal by the President is not it. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope you will help me 
to encourage all of our colleagues to 
reject this proposal, to rein in this 
overreach, and then to work together 
to do those things that matter to our 
constituents—our bosses back home. 

With that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO 
THE CANADA-UNITED STATES 
INTERPARLIAMENTARY GROUP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
YOUNG of Iowa). The Chair announces 
the Speaker’s appointment, pursuant 
to 22 U.S.C. 276d and the order of the 
House of January 6, 2015, of the fol-
lowing Member on the part of the 
House to the Canada-United States 
Interparliamentary Group: 

Mr. HUIZENGA, Michigan, Chairman 
f 

COMMUNICATION FROM DISTRICT 
DIRECTOR, THE HONORABLE 
TONY CÁRDENAS, MEMBER OF 
CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Gabriela Marquez, Dis-
trict Director, the Honorable TONY 
CÁRDENAS, Member of Congress: 

TONY CÁRDENAS, 
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Washington, DC, April 13, 2015. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you, 
pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, that I have re-
ceived a grand jury subpoena issued by the 
United States District Court for the Central 
District of California. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel regarding the subpoena, I will 
make the determinations required under 
Rule VIII. 

Sincerely, 
GABRIELA MARQUEZ, 

District Director for the 
Hon. Tony Ćardenas. 

f 

GOVERNMENT IS NOT GOD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate my friend from Georgia, ROB 
WOODALL, so much. What clarity. 

We lost a good man when John Lin-
der didn’t run again, and we gained a 
good man when ROB WOODALL ran for 
that seat. So it is a good day. 

Well, there is a matter of concern. 
Let me just say this: 

We have forgotten God. We have forgotten 
the gracious hand which preserved us in 
peace, and multiplied and enriched and 
strengthened us; and we have vainly imag-
ined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:19 Apr 17, 2015 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K16AP7.054 H16APPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-26T17:09:47-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




